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Giving and Taxes: A Practical Guide to Year-End 
Planning Under New Rules  
How a DAF helps you align charitable goals with tax planning.  
 
 
What changed and why planning matters  
 
New rules Same generosity. Better planning. 
Recent changes to tax law have some donors rethinking how and when they give. With a clear 
plan, you can contribute when it’s most practical for you and continue supporting nonprofits on 
your preferred schedule. A Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at TCF lets you make a charitable 
contribution in one tax year and recommend grants over time. 
 
This guide is for you if you: 

• Give to charities and want a more organized approach. 
• Expect a higher-income year (bonus, business sale, equity vesting). 
• Hold appreciated assets (e.g., publicly traded stock). 
• Want to plan family giving without rushing year-end decisions. 

 
You’ll learn: 

• How a DAF works in 3 steps. 
• Two common strategies under the new rules (combining years of donations; donating 

appreciated assets). 
• Timing, deadlines, and what to prepare. 
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How a DAF works in 3 steps  
 

Contribute on your timeline. Recommend grants when you’re ready.  

 

1. Contribute to your DAF at TCF. 
• Fund with cash, appreciated stock, or other assets.  

 
2. Charitable deduction in the year of contribution. 

• Your ability to itemize depends on your situation under current tax law. 

 
3. Recommend grants over time. 

• Support qualified nonprofits right away or in the future. TCF handles due 
diligence and processing.  

 

Why donors choose TCF  
• Local insight and nonprofit vetting. 
• Ability to accept complex assets (case by case) 
• Simple online grant recommendations. 
• Donor support.  

 
Quick Facts 

• Minimum to open a fund: $5,000.  
• Fees among the lowest in the US.  
• Grant processing: usually 7-10 business days.  

 

Contact TCF  
Reach out to us by phone (918-494-8823) or e-mail (donorserv@tulsacf.org). TCF can set up an 
appointment for you to meet with one of its staff members to discuss your charitable goals and 
how TCF can assist in meeting them.  
 
Learn more about opening a fund and download a form at https://tulsacf.org/how-to-
open-a-fund/.  
 
 
 

https://tulsacf.org/ways-to-give/
https://tulsacf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FundFees.pdf
mailto:donorserv@tulsacf.org
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
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What the new tax rules could mean for your giving.*  
 
Why timing matters 
The value of a charitable deduction depends on your marginal tax rate and whether you itemize. 
Both could change for many households after 2025. If your deduction is likely to be more valuable 
this year than next, contributing before year-end 2025 may better align with your plan. 
 
Tax Benefits to Consider before Year End  
The tax rules for charitable giving have changed due to recent legislation. Most of the new limits 
start in 2026, so 2025 is the last year under the current, more generous system. If you already plan 
to donate, especially through a DAF, you may get more tax benefit by giving before year end 
2025.* 
 
Bigger Tax Benefit This Year  

• Right now, high income donors can reduce taxes by 37¢ for every $1 given.  
• In 2026, that benefit will drop to 35¢ per dollar. Giving this year delivers a higher deduction 

value. 
 
New “Floor” on Deductions Next Year  

• Starting in 2026, only donations above 0.5% of your income will count for a deduction.  
• Example: If you earn $200,000, your first $1,000 in giving will not be deductible. Giving in 

2025 avoids this new limit. 

 

Future Rules Get More Complicated  

• The new law adds caps and limits on itemized deductions starting in 2026.  

• Tax savings will likely shrink, and paperwork will increase.  
• 2025 is simpler and more favorable for charitable donors. 

 

What stays broadly true 

• A DAF lets you contribute in one tax year and recommend grants over time. 
• Donating appreciated assets (like publicly traded stock) can be an efficient way to give 

compared with selling the stock first. 
• Deduction limits vary by asset type (for example, cash vs. stock) and your adjusted gross 

income; unused deductions may carry forward for up to five years under current law. 
 
Practical next steps 

• If you are already planning a meaningful contribution, consider whether making it by December 

31, 2025 fits your goals. 
• Coordinate early with your CPA/wealth advisor and your custodian; transfers can take days to 

process in December. 
 
*Information as of October 2025. Tulsa Community Foundation (TCF) does not provide tax, legal or 
accounting advice. This material has been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not 
intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, tax, legal or accounting advice. You should consult 
your own tax, legal and accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.  
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Two practical strategies under the new rules.  
 
Ways to align your giving with your tax planning.  

 
Strategy 1: Combine several years of donations in a single year (“bunching”) 

What it is:  
Contribute multiple years of charitable giving into your DAF in one tax year. In that year, 
your itemized deductions may exceed the standard deduction. You can still recommend 
grants to nonprofits annually from your DAF. 
Whan it helps: 
If you don’t itemize every year, or you have a one-time income event. 
What to remember:  
Everyone’s situation is different. Confirm with your professional advisor. 

 

 
Strategy 2: Donate appreciated assets instead of cash 

What it is:  
Contribute publicly traded stock or mutual fund shares directly to your DAF rather than 
selling first. This can reduce capital gains exposure and may direct more to charity. 
Simple steps:  

1. TCF provides transfer instructions. 
2. You initiate the transfer with your custodian 
3. TCF issues a tax receipt when assets are received.  

Tip: Custodian timelines vary, so start early.  
 
Important note on IRAs (QCDs) 
IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions cannot go to DAFs. TCF can help pair a DAF with other 
eligible fund types for QCDs, if appropriate.  
 

Contact TCF  
Reach out to us by phone (918-494-8823) or e-mail (donorserv@tulsacf.org). TCF can set up an 
appointment for you to meet with one of its staff members to discuss your charitable goals and 
how TCF can assist in meeting them.  
 
Learn more about opening a fund and download a form at https://tulsacf.org/how-to-
open-a-fund/.  
 
 
  

mailto:donorserv@tulsacf.org
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
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Timing, deadlines, and what you can contribute.*  
 
Start early. Keep it straightforward. 

 
Key Deadlines and Tax Information* 

• TCF offices will be closed on November 27, 28 and December 23, 24, 25. 
• Due to broker/agent response times, we highly recommend that stock transfers to TCF be 

initiated by December 10. 
• Due to high volume, grants requested after December 12 might not reach the recipient 

organization before December 31. 
• Cash Wire/ACH transfers must be initiated by December 15, and then are not guaranteed 

due to additional verification requirements imposed by financial institutions to prevent fraud. 
• Checks delivered to TCF via the U.S. Postal Service must be postmarked on or before 

December 31. Checks may also be hand-delivered to TCF’s office on December 31. 
• By law, checks sent to TCF via carriers such as FedEx, UPS and DHL must be physically 

received at TCF’s office no later than 5:00 PM, December 31. 
• Credit card transactions may be made through 11:59 PM, December 31 to be considered tax 

deductible in 2025. 
• IRS rules prohibit making charitable contributions to donor advised funds unless the donor’s 

intent is that the contribution be treated as a taxable distribution. Contributions from IRAs 
(Qualified Charitable Distributions) may be directed to a donor designated fund to be 
considered a non-taxable distribution.* 

 
* Tulsa Community Foundation (TCF) does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material 
has been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and should not 
be relied on for, tax, legal or accounting advice. You should consult your own tax, legal and 
accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction. 
 

What you can donate  

• Cash 

• Publicly traded securities 

• Other assets (case-by-case review; closely held interests, real estate, and more)  

 

What to prepare  

• Preferred fund name 

• Names and contact information for fund advisors and successors 

• Contribution details  

Visit our website for a downloadable DAF interest form or online form.  
 
Contact TCF  
Reach out to us by phone (918-494-8823) or e-mail (donorserv@tulsacf.org). TCF can set up an 
appointment for you to meet with one of its staff members to discuss your charitable goals and 
how TCF can assist in meeting them.  
 
Learn more about opening a fund and download a form at https://tulsacf.org/how-to-
open-a-fund/.  

https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
mailto:donorserv@tulsacf.org
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
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Quick start checklist; Open or add to a DAF at TCF.  
 
Set up your fund in a few simple steps.  

 
Checklist 

 Contact a program officer 918-494-8823 donorserv@tulsacf.org.  

 Complete the DAF form online or download the form.  
 Initiate your contribution (cash, stock, or other eligible assets) 
 Recommend grants when ready.  

 
 

Coordination with your advisors 

• We can work directly with your wealth or tax advisor with your permission. 
• We will provide gift receipts and grant reports upon request. 

 
Keep in mind 

• Minimum to open: $5,000 
• Fees typically less thank 1.0% of the fund’s market value.   

• Grant recommendations: you choose eligible 501(c)(3) organizations; TCF verifies 
and processes. 

 
Contact TCF  
Reach out to us by phone (918-494-8823) or e-mail (donorserv@tulsacf.org). TCF can set up an 
appointment for you to meet with one of its staff members to discuss your charitable goals and 
how TCF can assist in meeting them.  
 
Learn more about opening a fund and download a form at https://tulsacf.org/how-to-
open-a-fund/.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:donorserv@tulsacf.org
https://tulsacf.org/daf-form/
https://tulsacf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/DAF_Form-1.pdf
https://tulsacf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FundFees.pdf
mailto:donorserv@tulsacf.org
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/
https://tulsacf.org/how-to-open-a-fund/

